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REMARKS 
On the Biſhop of Cx OYNE's Book, | 
ENTITLED | 
SER 7 $7 Se: 
Dear $18, 


HAVE been lately reading a Book, en- 
titled STRIS, &c. From the Account 
I had before received of the Biſhop of 
Clhyne's Manner of extolling his Tar- 
Water, and making it good for every thing, 
I confeſs I fat down to the Taſk not abſolute- 
ly free from Prepoſſeſſion; having always en- 
tertain'd a ſtrong Averſion to Panacea's, and 
whatever had been uſher'd into the World, in 
the medical Way, under the lofty Pretenſions 
of Omnipotence, and Univerſality. The 
Charge, which the Voice of the Publick had 
fix d upon the Biſhop in this Behalf, I quickly 
ä perceived, 


(4) 


perceived, upon Peruſal, was but too well 
founded ; and could not but admire, how his 


Lordſhip could exclaim againſt Catholicons a, 


and yet be himſelf fo weak as to attempt to 
ſetup one of his own, with equal, if not higher 


Claims, than any other pretends to. How. 


ever, I was the leſs ſurprized at this Conduct in 
his Lordſhip, as knowing him to be an Idealiſt 
of the moſt enlarged Notions, and conſequent- 
ly not likely to think on any Subject like other 
Men, 

But the Extravagancy of the Biſhop's Con- 
ceits, in Favour of his new Medicine, was 
but, methought, as the firſt Article of Im- 
peachment ; for that Part of his Work, which 
treats of the Uſe of Tar-Water (and which 
was the Part I principally attended to) ſeem'd 
to me to be a very raſh, and haſty Perfor- 
mance, and in that Regard by no means wor- 
thy of the Character of its learned, and reve- 
rend, Author. A meer Deſign of promoting 
the publick Weal, which, it ſeems, was his 
Lordſhip's ſpecial Motive for ſending the 
Piece abroad, though it be laudable in itſelf, 
can never produce the Good intended. Zeal 
alone will ever prove inſufficient to make 
uſeful Diſcoveries; on the contrary, with- 
out a competent Degree of Knowledge, can 
only ſerve to miſlead the ignorant and un- 
wary, And I was ſoon convinc'd his Lord- 
ſhip's Qualifications in the Ari Medical 
| were 

" Vide Page 33. 
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were far too flender for reaſonable Men to 


build any great Dependance upon. His want 


of Skill, as a Writer on that Subject, was ſo 


glaring that it perfectly ſurprized me; inſo- 
much that I was amaz d to think how a Gen- 
tleman, who had enter'd fo deeply into other, 


and ſome very abſtruſe, Parts of Learning, 


could be perſuaded he had made any Acquain- 
tance with Phyſick, or could ſatisfy himſelf 
in obtruding any Treatiſe on that Art, ſo crude 
as this, upon the World. Some few general 


= Obſervations, I cou'd not help writing down, 


as ſtrong Marks of his Lordſhip's Ignorance in 
theſe Matters ; ſuch at leaſt they appeared to 
me at that Time, and probably you may think 
they have ſome Weight. 


The Firſt was, that above recited, his 
Lordſhip's ſetting up his Medicine as a 
Catholicon: a Thing, I apprehended, ne- 
ver once dreamt of by any but Quacks. 


The Second was, what may paſs for a Con- 
ſequence of the former, his attributing 
to it contrary, and oppoſite, Effects. 


Thirdly, His pafling over the Symptoms, 
Diagnoſtics, and Pathognomics of any 
Diſeaſe, his Medicine is ſuppoſed. to 
cure; whereby we are precluded from 
forming any Opinion ourſelves, and un- 
der a Neceſſity of acquieſcing in his Judg- 
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ME 
ment of the Diſtemper, which probably 
may be very erroneous. This I thought 
inſufferable even in medical Writers, and 
much more ſo in any Gentleman not of 


the Faculty. 


Fourthly, His Omiſſion in not reporting 

| Caſes; whereas exact Hiſtories are al- 
ways expected, when a new Method of 
Treatment 1s recommended. 


Fifthly, His Manner of Doſing, which in 
ſome Caſes is indeterminate ; in others, 
the ſame Doſe is given indiſcriminately 
to all, in the ſame Diſeaſe, however 
complicated, without any Regard ſhewn 


to the Difference of Age, and Sex, or the 


great Variety of Conſtitutions. 


Sixthly, An unpardonable Boldneſs in advi- 
fing his Medicine in ſome arduous Caſes, 
wherein notwithſtanding he owns he had 
never tried it: a Raſhneſs, which I always 
look'd upon as the very Quinteſſence of 
- Quackery. 


But even allowing Tar-Water an excellent 
Remedy in the Biſhop's maſterly Hand, it 
might prove very prejudicial under the Ma- 
nagement of the more illiterate; and therefore 
I would adviſe no body to take it from any 
Phyſician, but from the Biſhop only. _ 
of 
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for ought I know, it may be better adapted tq 
the Climate of Ireland, than to Engliſh Con- 
ſtitutions; in which Caſe, the prudent Part 


would he, to leave it entirely to the Triſh, 


thoſe Neighbours of the Biſhop, who have 
the Opportunity of applying immediately to 
his Lordſhip for Advice. I am indeed perſua- 


| ſuaded 'tis not calculated to ds good a to the 


Engliſb; and to prevent my dear Countrymen 
from being deluded by any ſpecious Pretences 


to the contrary, I ſhall now proceed to exa- 


mine his Lordſhip's Account of Tar-Water 
more particularly. 


1ſt then, I ſhall conſider it as a Cordial, 
Stomachic, and Diuretic. We are told, that 
it is a great Cordial b; that it quickens the Cir- 
culation of the Fluids e; and poſſeſſes the cardiac 


and ſlomachic Qualities of Stoughton's Drops, 


and Elixir Proprietatis l. Would not any one 
from hence imagine it was cardiac and alexi- 
pharmic? I confeſs I did, and was fo weak as 


do apprehend, that the Uſe of it muſt affect 


the Body with a very ſenſible Degree of Heat. 
I was ſo fooliſh as to think, that Motion would 
ever produce Heat, and that the Heat of the 
Body muſt be, as the Momentum of the 
Blood; or in other Words, in proportion of 
the Quantity of the Blood multiplied by its 


Velocity; or yet more mathematically ſpeak- 


Ing, 
Fage 1. Sec. % , Cnc. 
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ing, in a Ratio compounded of th 
of Blood, and the = 72 Upon 1 e 
the Effect will be the ſame, whether we ſu ber 
oſe an Increaſe in the Velocity, or of t and 
Maſs of Blood itſelf; in either Caſe, the Mo- Rue 
mentum will be greater, and conſequently 2 
there muſt be a greater, or more intenſe, Degree ny 
of Heat. Such was my Philoſophy indeed _ 
widely different from the Bifhop's. According 6 
to him, Tar-Water, though it does quicken 25 
the Circulation, is yet cooling e, and is at once hag 
Tze ſafeft Cooker and Cordialf, Thus has his —_ 
e obliged the World, by the Introdu- ny 
3 ction of a new Kind of Philoſophy, as well as beco 
| the Faculty of Phyſick with a new Kind of __ 
| Cordial, a Crdial that heats not. To find | 2 
| myſelf thus widely miſtaken, in a Matter rw 
| ſeemingly ſo plain, you will eaſily imagine, ; than 
nettled me not a little. And for farther Satiſ- 1 
faction in this Point, I applied myſelf to Nurſe i 
| Juniper, a Woman of great Knowledge and * 
BY Experience, and long famous in her Way. 12 
| She tells me, the Doctors always put Ala Mi- ws 
rabalus, or ſome other ſtrong Water into their | _ 
| cordial Julaps, to make them warm and com- ha 
fortable to the Stomach. Upon my aſking her _ 
1 whether ſhe ever heard of a cooling Cirdial, the | oy 
| old Woman laugh'd, and ſhew'd her Gums, wy 
| _ demanding of me where I had led my Life? on 
| Though Nurſe ſeem'd to ſneer me, I was not 1 
| a little 


e Sect. 5 J. | c Sect. 7. 
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(9) 
4 little pleas'd with her Humour, as her Opi- 
nion coincided with my own. I had often 
heard the Country People call Drams, Cordials, 
and always imagin'd thoſe Liquors Phyſicians 
ſtile cardiac, were either entirely ſpirituous, or 
ſtrongly impregnated with Spirits. In this you 
ſee the ſoaring Genius of his Lordſhip, which 
ſcorns to be confin'd to the narrow Limits of 
a low, groveling Mind, or to think in any 
manner with the Vulgar. Tar-Water, where 
he judges Refrigerants neceſſary, is cooling and 
attenuating; when, on the contrary, ſuch Me- 
dicines as accelerate the Pulſe are required, it 
becomes highly cardiac, though without loſing 
its cooling Quality. 1 
But the cardiac Quality in Tar-Water, how 


extraordinary ſoever, is not more remarkable 


than the ſtomachic. The Biſhop tells us, he 
never knew any thing ſo good for the Stomach S. 
This is probable enough ; but does it from 
hence follow, that there really is no better 
Stomachic known to others? I doubt his 
Knowledge in Phyſick hardly reaches higher 
than an Index; whereas the Gentlemen of the 
Faculty are by no means ſo limited and con- 
fined in Science. As their Reading, as well as 
Practice, certainly is, ſo their Knowledge may 
be fairly preſum'd, more extenſive, Should any 
Gentleman who ſtiles himſelf M. D. preſume 
thus to dictate to his Lordſhip in a Matter of 
Divinity, I am afraid he would take it hei- 
= B nouſſy 
r Sect. 6. 
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nouſly ill, and deem him, at leaſt, forward 
and impertinent. But I would not be under- 


ſtood to hint ſuch Forwardneſs or Imperti- 


nence in his Lordſhip, who, out of a Princi- 
ple of doing Good, has obliged the World 


with a Stomachic no leſs new, than ſurprizing. 


Others in common Ute ſerve to corroborate, his 
only not to offend the Stomach, upon Condi- 
tion too, that it be rightly taken h. Indeed 
the Biſhop ingenuouſly owns, that an invin- 
cible Nauſea and Diſguſt was once brought 
on by it i, It was taken too, unluckily enough 
according to his own Directions; and one 
would imagine, he himſelf muſt beſt know 
the Method of preparing, and giving, his own 
Medicine k. It is plain then, by the Words 
rightly taken muſt be implied more, than at 
firſt Sight is readily apprehended. Now if by 
rigbily taken, be underſtood the taking the 


Medicine in the right Hand, and this Patient 
be ſuppoſed left-handed, the Myſtery is out, 


and we may account for the Nauſea, which 
happened in this Inſtance. What ſurprizes 
me much is, that his Lordſhip ſhould ſo en- 
tirely forget the Jriſb Liquor on this Occaſion. 


But perhaps, like the reſt of the World, he is 


fond only of ſuch Things as are far-fetch'd, and 
deſpiſes the Manufacture, though better, of 
his own Clime. Certainly, upon ſo favour- 
able an Opportunity offered, he ought to have 

made 


> Sect. 114. Sect. 115, f Vide Sect. 4, and 115. 
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3 66 
made honourable Mention of Uſquebaugh. 
Nor would there have been any Neceſſity for 


the ſame Caution in the Uſe of it; ſince tis 


undoubtedly a good Stomachic and Cordial, 
out of which Hand ſoever it be taken. 5 
But to come to it's Qualities, as a Diuretic. 
The Biſhop allows the very beſt Turpentines 
are of a Nature ſo very relaxing, as ſometimes 
to do Miſchief; though we are told, Tar- 
Water is ever unattended with the ſame ill Ef- 
fects !: that it may be taken for fix Months to- 
gether with great Benefit, and without any Ju- 
convenience m: nay, that he never knew any 
Evil enſue from its being continued ever ſo long n. 
This is certainly more than can be ſaid of other 
Diuretics, and more, I am perſuaded, than is 
true of Tar-Water, unleſs he be underſtood 
with great Limitations. Children are the on- 
ly Inſtances, his Lordſhip brings, of Perſons, 
that have taken it for half a Year toggther. 
They perhaps may, and probably old Men 
might, continue the Uſe of it for fo great a 
Length of Time, with little or no Inconvent- 


_ ence, befides a Diabetes; that is, a frequent 


Neceſſity of watering their Breeches, or their 
Beds. But the Effects of it will be more direful 


to younger Men, whom certainly it muſt great- 


ly unman, if not render entirely impotent. I 
cannot poſſibly take the Biſhop's Word, that 
Tar-Water is at the fame Time both porent 

B 2 h and 


I Sed. 61. * Seck. 67. a Zelt. 110. 
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and innocent o. Potency in a Diureretic ſeems 
inconſiſtent with Innocency, eſpecially, when 


that Diuretic is long continued. In ſome 


Senſe indeed, it may be called innocent, as 
having a natural Tendency to produce Inn 
. cency at length. Tis undoubtedly a ſad Age 
we live in; young Folks are grown moſt abo- 
. minably wicked ; and too much abandon them- 
{elves to the Company of lewd Women, To 


prevent this growing Vice, the Turkiſh, and 


Talian, Method by the Knife, might perhaps 


be the moſt effectual; though I doubt not, 


were the Biſhop's Advice ſtrictly purſued, it 


would in Time anſwer the fame End. You 
ſee then, Dear Sir, the Biſhop's Dexterity in 


uſing the Word innocent equivocally ; tis by 


a deep Fetch of Art, decoying People, other- 
wiſe averſe to their Duty, into a Neceſſity of 


not tranſgreſſing in this Point. 
T .ſhal! now take a View of the principal 


Caſes wherein the Biſhop recommends Tar- 
Water. To begin then with it, as a Preſer- 
vati ve againſt, and Preparative for, the Small- 
Pox. Theſe Properties his Lordſhip has been 


pleaſed to aſſign it. One only Inſtance, tho 


it muſt be confeſſed, a very remarkable one 


indeed, of this alexipharmic Power in 'Tar- 
Water, is produced by him. Six Children, 


all of one Family, took the Medicine for this 


Purpoſe ; and behold the Event! 41 the Six 
caught 
o Seft. 99, e Sect. 2. 
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caught the Small- Por. Is not this Dotage to 


the higheſt Degree? Is it not making Vir- 
tues, and giving them to his Fayourite Water, 


contrary even to the cleareſt Evidence of Mat- 


ter of Fact? Drove therefore from this Faſt- 
neſs the Biſhop is obliged to have Recourſe to 
it's being a Preparative for that Diſtemper; 
and, doubtleſs, a moſt ſurprizing one, it 


muſt need be, ſince the whole fix did well, 


and recover'd of their Malady r. But let it at 
the ſame Time be conſider'd, that this Diſeaſe 
in ſome Families, without ſuch Aſſiſtance, is 
rarely, very rarely, fatal ; that in the common 
Courſe of it, not one in & dies; and that 
Children of all others are in general moſt fa- 
vourably dealt withal. It may perhaps be 
urged, can there be any Room to doubt of 
its being an excellent Preparative, when the 
only Child, which took not the Medicine, 
caught the Diſtemper, and died of it? For 
myſelf, I confeſs there is more than Room 
this Child's Refuſal was undoubtedly a Mark 
of its Frowardneſs, and, from the Refuſal being 
taken, we may probably conjecture, that it 
was of a puny Conſtitution, and hardly yet out 
of Leading-Strings. To make one ſo young, 
and untoward, obſerve Rules, and drink large- 
ly, muſt be next to impoſlible; and to theſe 
things put together, the Miſcarriage, in all 
likelihood, might be owing. If, after all, this 
TD muſt 


1 Seck. 2. £ Vide Sect. 2. 


(14 ) 


muſt appear marvellous in the Biſhop's Eyes, 


I believe no Gentleman of common Obſervati- 


on and Diſcernment will view it in the fame 
Light; I am confident you will not. The 
Truth is, the Biſhop has erected an Idol of 


his own, and he himſelf muſt, or no body 


elſe will, fall down and worſhip i it. 
Encouraged thereto by theſe ſurprizing Suc- 
ceſſes, he ventures at length to adviſe it in the 
fouleſt Diſtempers, in plain Enghſh, Clapss. 
Methinks I am forry, a Gentleman of the 
Biſhop's Purity of Life, and Manners, ſhould 
ever have had any Occaſion of holding Inter- 
courſe with Perſons fo foully diſeas d. It muſt 
be his Exceſs of Charity no doubt that enga- 
ged him to undertake their Cure; undertake 


it he might, but a Miracle I apprehend muſt 


be neceſſary to enable him to compleat it, to 
compleat it, I mean, by Tar-Water. A Mi- 
racle did I lay ? I heartily aſk the Biſhop Par- 


don; I believe, upon Recollection, it may ef- 


fect a Cure; yet it muſt be in the ſame extra- 
ordinary Way Miſaubin cur d his Patients, by 
throwing them into a true Lues, for which 
doubtleſs they wou'd be highly obliged to their 
Doctor. His Lordſhip indeed ſeems to hint, 
he made an ęffectua] Cure: If he did, I am 
perſuaded no Phyſician will ever undertake to 
accomplith the like by the ſame Means. I 
wou'd not however be underſtood, as calling in 
Queſtion the Biſhop's Veracity upon this Oc- 


caſion; 
5 Sect. 4. 
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alles; he might probably be miſtaken in his 
Caſe, and call that a Gonorrhea wirulenta, 
which was in reality a Gonorrh&a jimplex ; 
wherein perhaps Tar-Water may be allow'd 
ſome Efficacy. To diſtinguiſh well between 
the one, and the other, is a nice Point, nor 
eaſily attainable by any Gentleman, not con- 
verſant in Practice. Lam the more confirm id in 
this Opinion of his Miſtake; when he informs 
us his Method by Tar-Water prov'd more ef- 
fectual than Salivations, and Wood-Drinks 
had done t; the firſt of which, tho of no Uſe 
in the other Caſe, muſt be highly detrimental 
in a Gonorrhæa ſimplex; and the latter, of lit- 
tle, or no, Efficacy. 

But how much ſoever the Biſhop may cry 
up Tar-Water in theſe Caſes, he extols it no 
leſs in a Fever, and indeed with all imagina- 
ble Reaſon, Every one ought to commend 
the Bridge, that carries him ſafe over; and the 
Doctor informs us he was obliged to it for the 
Cure of twenty-five Fevers in his own Family. 
What Species of Fevers theſe were we are left 
to gueſs; yet I think we may pronounce them 
Fevers of an uncommon Stupidity, to offer to 
make ſuch repeated Attacks on a Family, 
when the Maſter of it had in his Poſſeſſion 
ſuch an Herculban Medicine to combat them 


with. Fevers in general have ever been look d 


upon by the Faculty, as ſubtle Things, and 
many of them are endued with Sagacity 
| enough 


t. Sect. 4. Sec. 77. 


(16) 
enough to baffle the moſt penetrating Genius, 
and to elude the Force of the beſt-deſigned 
Medicines. 
mult be greatly indebted to any Gentleman, 
that will point out to them ſome notable 
Weapon, whereby they may effectually ſub- 
due ſo dangerous Enemies. But alas tis a 
Loſs never to be enough lamented ! his Lord- 
ſhip,when certainly he ought to have been moſt 
particular, has given us only ſome lax, and gene- 
ral, Rules for it's Uſe herein. The ſole Directi- 
on, we meet with, is, that it be drank copi- 
ouſly, perhaps a large Glaſs, every Hour. Such 
moſt unpardonable Omiſſion nothing can ex- 
cuſe but his own Uncertainty, as to the Doſe, 
and Times of Exhibition. But is it not ſome- 
what ſurprizing, that any perhaps ſhou'd creep 
in, or Doubts ariſe on this Head to one, who 
uſed it, in his own Family, in no leſs than 
twenty-five Caſes of Fevers, in the ſpace cf 
one Year too, as well as ſeveral times among 
his poor Neighbours ? This ſeems irreconcila- 
ble to me, I confeſs, without calling in the 
Aſſiſtance of the Adage, Great Wits, &c. I 
cou'd have wiſhed likewiſe that the Biſhop had 
favour'd us with the Deſign of a drenching- 
Horn, proper on this Occaſion, as, I appre- 
hend, few, or none can be brought to drink it 
in a ſufficient Quantity, unleſs compell'd there- 
unto by Violence. Had this been done, his 
omitting the Means neceſſary to make it ſit up- 


on the Stomach had been more excuſable; 
ſince 
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ſince this Inconvenience, ſhou'd it be thrown 
up, might have been eafily remedied, by only 
repeating the Draught, and drenching the Pa- 
tient afreſh. | 58 | 

'The Tranſition from Fevers in general to a 
Peripneumonic, and Pleuritic Fever, is eaſy 
and natural», I believe, as well as his Lord- 
ſhip, that Bleeding and Bliſtering, together 
with tepid Tar-Water, that is, tepid Tar- 
Water with the Aſſiſtance commonly given, 
may be of Service in a Pleuriſy. Indeed he 
carries the Matter yet higher, and pets, 
that Tar-Water alone, without any other 
Help whatſoever v, would be ſufficient to ef- 
fect a Cure, upon Condition, it be drank very 
copiouſly w; but herein I muſt beg leave to 
diſſent. I have always entertained an utter 
Averſion to Suſpicions, and am ſorry to find 
the Biſhop of /o /uſprcrous a Temper, But to 


1 his Lordſhip's Honour be it ſpoken, he ſeems 


unwilling to harbour Suſpicions long; for with 
the very ſame Breath, and in the very ſame 
Sentence, he throws away all Suſpicion, and 
becomes certain, that it will be effectual. Nay, 
he elſewhere informs us, that he a&Fually has 


found Succeſs in theſe Diſtempers beyond his 


Hopes x. The Doctor will excuſe me, when 
I tell him that, though I would pay all ima- 
ginable Deference to his Judgement, as a 
Divine, 1 can put no great Faith in him, as a 

| Phyſi- 


u Sect. 78. „ Ibid- As copiouſly, in Sect. 77. 
ſignifies a Jarge Glaſs an Hour, J imagine very copiouſly muſt 
mean a Quart an Hour, * Set. 5. 
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Phyſician; and when I once more ſurmiſe, he 
might be under a Miſtake, and call that a 
Peripneumony, which was really ſome other 
Diſtemper; and that the Pleuriſy perhaps, 


which he took for an original one, was on! 


ſpurious or ſymptomatical. Had he vouchſafed 
to have given us a Liſt only of the Symptoms, 
all Occaſion of Cavil would have been cut off 


and every Gentleman might have judged for 


himſelf, Tis true, his Lordſhip has now put 
it out of our Power to prove him guilty of 


Miſnoſmers, and this indeed is no inconſidera- 


ble Point gain'd; but then, on the other 
hand, ſuch a Manner of proceeding can never 
procure any great Degree of Eſteem to his fa- 
vourite Water, with the judicious Part of 


Mankind. 


His Lordſhip, notwithſtanding ſuch won- 
derful Diſcoveries were already made by him, 
could not yet reſt fatisfied ; his Mind was till 
muſing, in order to make greater. And, lucki- 
ly for the World 'it happened, his Lordſhip, 
going to Bed one Night in a cogitabund Mood, 
fell into a Doſe, and dreamt, What? why, 
that that ſame Tar-Water, which had already, 
in his own Opinion, wrought ſuch Wonders, 
would work yet greater Miracles, and cure 
Dropfies. Accordingly, upon waking in the 
Morning, he ſets this Maſtiff to attack a ſtub- 
born Anaſarca y, though we muſt again take 
his Word that it was an Anaſarca. But mark 


the Effects! how ſurprizing! by frequent and 


large 
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large drinking, the Patient, he tells us, ue 


what? his Thirſt. This 


ſucceed in ſuch Caſes in general, eſpecially, if 
the Doſe be repeated, as Occaſion requires. 
Yet we in England have a better Medicine for 


ſuch Purpoſes, I mean what is vulgarly call'd 
Aqua Pumpaginis, either alone, or with the 


Addition of a little Sugar, and Lemon Jaice; 
or in want of theſe, a good Draught of De- 


vonſhire Cyder, or Rheniſh Wine, will _y 


well ſupply their Defect. 

But Tar- Water, tho' perhaps it may be 
equally ſerviceable in this Caſe, as in the 
Dropſy, will, I am terribly afraid, never meet 
with great Encouragement in the Gout. Tis 


true, the Biſhop's Encomium of it herein is 


ſtrong and full, viz. that he ver:ly believes it 
the beſt and ſafe Medicine, either to prevent 
the Gout, or, ſo to Rrengthen Nature againſt 
the Fit, as to drive it from the Vitals ; but then 
he unluckily tacks to it, or, at other Times 
to change a worſe 1 Ineſs into the Gout, and 


jo get rid of it a. You ſee plainly then, Dear 


dir, that the Biſhop is ſatisfied Tar- Water i 18 
good for one, or other, of the above recited Pur- 


poſes, tho for which of them he ſeems unable 
preciſely to determine. His Lordſhip there- 


fore leaves it to Triala, whether it be good for 

any, all, or none of theſe Ends; and is deſi- 

rous that others will find out the Truth for him 

by their own Experience, which perhaps * 
C 2 | 


* Sect. 30, + Tbid, 


Cn 
be dearly bought. Thus much, I think, may 
be fairly collected from his own Words, tho 
I muſt own myſelf at a Loſs for the whole of 
his meaning. What can be implied by chan- 
ging a worſe Illneſs into the Gout? Will the 
Uſe of Tar-Water certainly bring on a Fit of 
the Gout, in whatever dangerous Diſtemper it 
be taken? No ſurely, Does he mean it will 
change an irregular Gout into a regular Fit? 

I ſhould imagine not. This is not, properly 
ſpeaking, changing a worſe Illneſs into the 
Gout, but the Gout into itſelf, that is, there 
is no Change of the Diſorder at all, but only a 
Removal of the ſame Illneſs from one Part in- 
to another; from the Head, or Stomach, for 
example, into the Extremities. If after all, 
that has been ſaid, any one ſhou'd think his 
Lordſhip is to be underſtood in the former 
Senſe, he has undoubtedly averr'd more than 
can be proved; yet granting it true, I wou'd W 
diſſuade my Friends, from the Uſe of the this 
Medicine. That ought reaſonably to be Effe 
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deem'd an ill Cure, which removes a preſent WW will 
Diſorder in ſuch a manner, as to throw the tal i 
Patient into another more painful, and that Eng 
probably too will return upon him, at ſtated the 
Seaſons, as long as he lives. Getting rid ofa invi. 
Diſtemper thus, is, as it were, jumping out ters. 
of the Prying-pan into the Fire. If in I! 


the latter Senſe, he is plainly guilty of an good 
Impropriety in Speech; and though his Belief an 
be ſtrong, it will never be ſtrong enough, 
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without any kind of Proof, to evince the 
Truth of his Aſſertion. In ſhort, I am v 
of conjecturing; and, if neither of the two be 
his true meaning, ſhall leave you, and others, 
to hunt it out for yourſelves. I cannot how- 
ever leave this Matter, without telling you the 
Opinion of a Friend of mine on this Paſſage. 
Soon after the Publication of Syris, I fell into 
Company with an old Gentleman, who, for 
many Years paſt, has been ſeverely handled by 
the Gout. During our Converſation, I found 
Curioſity had led him to read the Book, which 
had not a little gravell'd him. What a Pox, 
* quoth he, with a good deal of Warmth, does 
the Biſhop mean by talking, Tar- Water will 
change a worſe Illneſs into the Gout ? I don't 
know a worſe, and am confident, had he ſuf- 
© fer d half ſo much from it, as I have done, he 
* would gladly exchange the Gout for any other 
Diſtemper. From hence we may infer, that 
this unguarded Expreflion has a very different 
Effet from what the Biſhop intended, and 
will, in all Likelihood, be greatly inſtrumen- 
tal in overthrowing his favourite Water. We 
Engliſbmen are but too well acquainted with 
the ill Nature, and Torture, of the Gout, to 
invite it to take up it's Lodgings in our Quar- 
ters, | 
If we may credit the Biſhop, Tar-Water is 


good too in all kinds of Scurvy, whether from 
an Acid, Alkaline, or Muriatic Cauſe b. 


Eve 
v Seck. 97. F 


(22) 
Every one of common Underſtanding! will, I 
imagine, eaſily grant him, that no other Me- 


dicine, if this be, is adapted to all Caſes of the 


Scurvy; but, as the Diſeaſe ariſes from Cauſes, 
ſo widely different, ſo different Methods muſt 
be uſed, in order for it's Removal. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, we had better give an implicit 
Aſſent to the Aſſertion, than endeavour to 
overthrow it. Tar-Water is both an Acid, and 
an Alkali, juſt as the Biſhop pleaſes; and 
ſhou'd we offer to attack it in either Light, this 
Proteus will immediately change it's Form, 


and elude our Attempts. For Proof of this, I 


ſhall refer you to his Lordſhip's own Words, 
who calls it a ſulphureous, acid Spirit e, the 
acid Salts of which manifeſt themſelves to the 
Taſte d. Thus it is plainly an Acid. But ob- 
ſerve, Dear Sir, and you ſhall ſee this fame 
Acid by a gentle Touch of the Doctor's Art, 
change it's preſent Nature ; hocus pocus, 
Tar-Water, preſto paſs quick, and become an 


Alkali. Accordingly, after this Metamor- 


phoſis, we find it emerging, endued with all 
the good Qualities of an Allaline Soap e, that 
is, commenced a pure Alkali, blended with 
Oil. No Wonder then, that it ſhould be ſo 
excellent a Panpharmacon in all Diſeaſes, as 
the Biſhop has acquired the Art of changing 
it's Properties when, and as often as, he thinks 
proper. Nor let any one fare, when his 
2 Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip extols it for being good, as a Soap, 
againſt Viſcidity ; good againſt too great Flut- 
dity, as a Balſamic, that is, when he recom- 
mends it in contrary, and diametrically oppo- 
ſite, Diſorders f. The Intention of the Pre- 
ſcriber is ſufficient to enable it to anſwer any 
End. Tell it but it's Errand, and you may 
depend upon it's Efficacy, and Diſpatch. 
Would you have it correct a coſtive Habit of 
Body? it is done. Won'd you haveit check a 
Diarrhea? it will execute your Orders with 
inimitable Dexterity, and Addreſss. How 
ſtrange ſoever this may ſeem, the Biſhop's 
Illuſtration certainly puts the Matter out of all 
Doubt, and renders it as clear, as the Light 
at Noon-day. But how does he illuſtrate this 
Point? Why, forſooth, Tar-Water is a middle 
Property between purging too much, and not 
at all; that is, I ſhould imagine, is a Laxa- 
tive. Now if Tar-Water be a Laxative, it 
may indeed remove a coſtive Habit, but how 
it can ſtop a Purging, is not ſo eaſy to con- 
ceive. = | 

But I ſhall examine this Matter a little far- 
ther, and conſider the Nature of Purging. 
There is naturally in the Inteſtines a conti- 
nual Motion, which is called their Periſtaltic, 
or, from the Reſemblance it bears to the 
crawling of a Worm, their vermicular, Mo- 
ion. The Contents of the Guts by this Mo- 
tion, promoted principally from the Acrimo- 


FF ny 
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( 24 ) 

ny of the Bile, are conſtantly forwarded to- 
wards the Anus, till at length they are diſchar- 
ged by Stool. In other Words, the Bile ſerves 
as a Stimulus to the Inteſtines ; by this Stimu- 


lus a Motion is continued on from the Sto- 


mach to the ſtraight Gut ; and by that Motion, 
the Contents of the Inteſtines are conveyed 
from one Part to another, ſo as to be depoſi- 
ted, in the End, under the Form of Excre- 
ments. This is the Caſe in a natural Way; 
but, if to the common Stimulus from the Bile, 
Sc. we ſuppoſe a freſh Stimulus added from a 
Medicine taken, the Conſequence will be, 
that the vermicular Motion of the Guts will 
be increaſed, and therefore the Excretion by 
Stool muſt be more frequent, 2. e. there muſt 
be a Purging. If, on the other hand, the Bile 
be ſuppoſed, either, not to be properly ſecreted 
in the Liver; or, to be impeded in it's Paſſage 
from thence unto the Duodenum, or firſt 
Gut, ſo as not to be pour'd out into that Gut 
at all, or however, not in a ſufficient Quanti- 
ty; in ſuch Caſes, there will be either no 
Stools at all, or they, leſs frequent than natu- 
ral, that is, there will be a Coſtiveneſs. It is 
plain then, that a purging is brought on by 
the nervous Fibres of the Inteſtines being too 
much, or preternaturally ſtimulated; and that 
the Want of a natural Excretion by Stool ariſes 
from the Bowels not being ſufficiently ſtimula- 
ted. The middle between theſe two Extremes 
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fore has the Power of gently twitching the In- 


teſtines, may properly enough be ſaid to retain 


the middle Property between purging too 
much, and not at all, 2. e. between what is 
commonly call'd a Looſeneſs, and Coſtiveneſs. 
But how a Medicine, which gently vellicates 
the Fibres of the Inteſtines, and thereby muſt 
neceſſarily promote a quicker, and more fre- 
quent, Excluſion of the Fæces, can have the 
Power of reſtraining a Flux, is not eaſy to be 
conceived. I have obſerved before, that a Pur- 
ging proceeds from the nervous Fibres of the 
Inteſtines being too much irritated by a Stimu- 
lus; how then can a Medicine, that ſhall irri- 
tate them yet more, check a Diarrhza ? Would 
not this be curing a Diſorder by adding Oleum 
Igni? But perhaps it may be urged, the balſa- 
mic, viſcid Property, inherent in Tar, will fo 
ſheath the irritating Particles, as to take off 
their Stimulus, and at the fame time, by li- 
ning the Inteſtines with a new Mucus, will 
render them leſs ſenſible of the preternatural 
Vellications, producing a Diarrhza; and there- 
by remove the Malady. Allowing even this, 
of what Uſe can it be to his Lordſhip ? If Tar- 
Water ſerves to deſtroy a Stimulus in one 
Caſe, how will it become capable of adding 
one in another? The ſame Thing, in the 
ſame Circumſtances, will ever produce the 
lame Effects. It muſt notwithſtanding be 
granted, that contrary Effects will ſometimes 
reſult from the Uſe of the ſame Medicine, ei- 

| N ther 


———ů—ů 


8 


——— 
3 = 
I — ———ů ů ů ů 5 a = * 
r e ion. Ser no nn — 
- C 
LJ 


7 DB = C A V ˙ ůùiä »—ů4̃wp te, a = 
66 = — —3- — = ITE FF, 2 —— : — x 
— — —— — * © mma — 


—— — — — — 
— — — . — RS. 
yn 


— — ma n 


purgative Phyſick, without having the leaſt de- 
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ther from ſome accidental Peculiarity in the 
Conſtitution of the Patient, with regard to 


the Blood, and Humours, Cc. of his Body; 
or from the Quantity, and Manner, in which 


it is given; but the Biſhop makes no Variation 
in the Doſe of, or Times of giving, Bis. I am 
however aware, that there are Medicines, en- 
dued with contrary Qualities, which are by 


no means accidental, but conſlant, and per- 


manent, You will, I imagine, readily turn 


| oy Eyes upon Rhubarb, which indeed, in 


arge Doſes, will act the Part of a Reſtringent, 
as well as a Cathartic. But then it is to be 
obſerved, that Rhubarb, it given in a Quanti- 
ty, ſufficient to purge, will ever leave a Styp- 
ticity behind it, not only in one Caſe, but in 
all. Theſe united Effects will be inſeparable 


from it; ſuch it's conſtant Operation; where- 
as the Biſhop's Tar-Water has ſometimes the 


one, and ſometimes the other. His Lord- 
ſhip can diſrobe it, at pleaſure, of either Fa- 
culty, and make it become occaſionally, as he 
wants it, purging, or binding. I have dwelt 
the longer on this Hcad, in order to ſhew, 
that Tar-Water has not theſe contrary Quali- 
ties, at leaſt in the Biſhop's Senſe ; that they 
are not natural, and genuine any more, than 
the pricking a Tendon ought to be eſteemed 
the natural, and common Effect of Bleeding; 


and that, if they flow from it, tis by Accident 


only. Manna indeed, for Example, or any other 
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gree of Reſtringency, will now and then re- 


move a Diarrhea, or Purging. Put the Cafe, 
that the Fæces have been long retained, and 
the Body coſtive; by this Retention the Ex- 
crements will acquire an Acrimony, which will 
continually ſtimulate, and excite the Inteſtines 


to an Excretion of their Contents: in other 


Language, the Conſequence of ſuch Retention 
will be an Acrimony in the Fæces, and of that 
Acrimony, a Purging. Whatever therefore 
will diſlodge the Enemy from the Bowels, and 
carry off the offending Matter by Stool, is cal- 
culated, in this Caſe, to remove the Diſorder, 
and to reduce Nature to a regular, and uniform, 
Courſe. Nevertheleſs, Aſtringency ought not 


to be aſſigned to Mauna, as a genuine, prima- 


ry, Quality; ſince it will by no means anſwer 
this Intention in general; and in this Inſtance, 
works the Effect by Accident, and as a com- 
mon Evacuant only. But to return to his 


Lordſhip. To ſhew us that middle Qualities 


will really reduce the Extreme, he inſtances in 
warm Water, added to hot, and cold; this, he 
aſſures us, will render the one leſs hot, and the 
other leſs cold h. Is not this admirable, and 
moſt oracular indeed? Who could once have 
thought, that a mere Man (for more than that 
the Biſhop, I preſume, will not pretend to be) 
would have been capable of making ſuch ama- 
zing Diſcoveries, v/Z. that Heat and Cold are 


relative Qualities; and that there are Degrees. 


of Intenſeneſs in Heat and Cold. 


FS _ The 
5 Set. 72. 
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The laſt thing, I ſhall take notice of, is, the 


Property, it has of ng Putrefaction. This, 
the Biſhop tells us, 7s Quality remarkable in 
Tar, with which the Ancients were wont ty 
embalm and preſerve dead Bodies i; that 1 
obviate Putręfaction, he believes, the moſt gf 
fectual Method would be, to embalm the li— 
ving Body with Tar-Water, coptouſly drank k. 
His Lordſhip is confident this would be a means 
of prolonging Life l; and ſeems to have a great 
Inclination to recommend it, as a Medicine, 
adapted to eternize the Man, and to render 
him immortal. - Prudential Conſiderations 
might probably induce him to wave his De- 
ſign, and nip his Meditations in the Bud. Had 
he promulged his Sentiments on this Head, 
they muſt inevitably have leſſened the Credit 
of the whole, and laid him open to the Cen- 
ſure of the ſober, thinking, Part of Mankind, 
as contrary to Reaſon, to Experience, and Scrip- 
ture. Beſides, had ſuch Opinion, abſurd as it 
is, gained Belief, from the ſole Authority of 
his Lordſhip, the Diſcovery, I am afraid, 
would have proved of dangerous Conſequence 
to himſelf. Already, young Gentlemen fre- 
quently think their Parents live too long, and 
what would they have done, had thoſe Parents 
been made to live always? The Diſcoverer's Lite 
muſt doubtleſs have 
fence. Elſewhere indeed, his Lordſhip ſeems 
to have hinted his Opinion on this Point, but 
then is is /o ob/curely done, that, I imagine, he 
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may yet continue to ſleep in a whole Skin. In 
Sect. 3. we are told it may be drank with great 
Safety, and Succeſs, for any Length of Time. 
Suppoſing then a certain Time, a Month for 
Inſtance, neceſſary for the Drinking of Tar- 
Water, in order for a Cure: let the Patient 
drink it one Month, and he will be well; a 
ſecond Month, and he will be better; a third 
Month, and he will be 5% of all. In fine, let 


him continue the drinking it on, Succeſs will 


ever attend; till at length he will find him- 
ſelf placed on the very Confines of Immorta- 
lity, when he may ſtep into it's Territories 
without any Difficulty. I don't know, my 
Friend, how you may reliſh my Comment 
upon the Words; to me the Interpretation 
ſeems eaſy, and natural. 

But whatever Favour the Biſhop may ſhew 


to Tar-Water, he has taken no ſmall Antipa- 


thy, and Diſguſt, to moſt other Medicines. 
Soap is almoſt the only one he ſpeaks well of, 
which he does too, as fancying it to partake 
ſomewhat of the Nature of his favourite Tar. 
His Lordſhip is terribly apprehenſive of the ill 
Effects of Opium, mercurial Preparations, and 
all ſuch as are of the mineral Kingdom m, and in- 
deed with ſome Reaſon; edged Tools will 
ever be dangerovs in the Hands of Children. 
The common People in his Neighbourhood 
have undoubtedly cauſe to rejoice hereat, as 
his Lordſhip is generally their Phyſician. The 

Faculty 

i Sect. 56, 70, 71, & paſſim. 


| Ls 

Faculty however will hardly think themfelves 
much obliged to him for endeavouring to bring 
theſe capital Medicines into Diſrepute, with- 
out the Afliſtance of which they mult often 
find themſelves reſtrained in ſuch a Manner, 
as to be unable to afford the Sick the-defired 
Relief. But how furious ſoever they may a 

pear to him, I can affure his Lordſhip, that 
there are Gentlemen, who know how to tame 
them, and render them, not only innocent, 
but falutiferous. We ought therefore to look 
upon the Biſhop, as a Parent, - paſſionately 


fond of his own Brat; the Intereſt of which, 


though never ſo worthleſs in itſelf, he is deter- 
mined to promote at any Rate, even with the 
Sacrifice of Things, the moſt uſeful and bene- 
ficial. But as well might he forbid the Read- 
ing of the Bible, becauſe ſome ignorant, and 
| perverſe, People have badly interpreted, and 
wreſted, obſcure Paſſages therein, to the De- 
triment, and Diſgrace, of the true Religion ; or, 
with equal Reaſon, cenſure wholſome Meats, 
and Drinks, ſince ſome inconſiderate, gor- 
mandizing, Wretches have eat, and drank, to 
their own Deſtruction, as decry Calomel, c. 
becauſe it happens ſometimes to be injudici- 
ouſly applied. Tis the right Uſe of Medi- 


cines, that diſtinguiſhes the Phyſician from 
the Quack ; the Man of Senſe, and Judgment, 
from the Pretender to both. To put a Sword 
into a Madman's Hands will probably be at- 
tended with fatal Conſequences; yet, I con- 
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4 
ceive, every rational Perſon will efteem it a 
good defenſive Weapon, when in the Cuſtady 
of a prudent one, 

I ſhou'd tire your Patience, Dear Sir, as 
well as exceed my Deſign, were I to examine 
minutely every Particular in the Biſhop's Book; 
and ſhall conclude this long Epiſtle by giving 
you, in his own Words, a Liſt of the Dit- 
eaſes, Tar- Water is adapted to remove. Herein 
my Deſign i is, to promote your Eaſe, and fave 
you the trouble of collecting them, by lacing, 
before. you at one View, the re Iſes of 
this Medicine. Tar-Water then is a good 
Preſervative againſt, and Preparative for the 
{mall Pox i, and all Epidemical Diſtempers 2, 
It ſpeedily cures cutaneous Eruptions, Ulcers, 
and the fouleſt Diſtempers 3, and ſucceeds in 
tedious, and painful, Ulcerations of the Bow- 
els; in a Conſumptive Cough ; in a Pleuriſy, 
Peripneumony, and Eryſipelas, even beyond 
our Hopes 4. This moſt excellent Water is 
extremely Pectoral, and Reſtorative, poſſeſ- 
ſing the moſt valuable Qualities, aſcribed to the 
ſeveral Balſams of Toke, Capivi, &c. nay even 


to the precious Balm of Gilead 5, and is bet- 


ter than the coſtly Balſam of Peru 6. Nor is 
it only uſeful, as an excellent Balſam 7, but 
alſo in cachectic, and hyſteric, Caſes 8; as a 
powerful, and ſafe Deobſtruent, anſwering 
the Intentions of Aſaſetida, Myrrb, Amber ; 
an 
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and in general, of all the nervous Gums, and 


Refins 9. It has the Virtues, in a great De- In 
gree of Salt of Amber, as a Detergent, Diapho- Calc 
retic, and Diuretic 10; and as it is cleanſing, men 
and healing, at the ſame Time it is Diuretic, I 
"tis good in the Gravel, and Anafarca in, as in | 


well as all Obſtructions, and Ulcerations of wit! 
the urinary Paſſages 2. This Water of W bou! 
Health 13, for ſo it may properly be called, Phy 


poſſeſſes the Virtues, in an eminent Degree, whit 
of Guatacum, and the other medicinal let 
Woods 14, and has the ſtomachic, and cardi- thre 


ac Qualities of Stoughton”'s Drops, and Elixir and 

Proprietatis is, together with all the good follo 
Qualities of an Alkaline Soap 16. "Tis an ad- 
mirable Febrifuge 7, being in Fevers, and all 
Epidemical, as well as chronical, Diſeaſes, a 
molt uſeful, and efficacious, Medicine 18. It 
contains too the Virtues of the beſt Chalybeate, 

and Sulphureous, Waters, than which in ſome 
Inſtances it is better 19; and is highly uſeful 
in Cramps, Spaſms, and paralytic N umb- 
neſs 29, Where the Body is bound, it purges; 
when lax, reſtringes; in too great Viſcidity of 
the Blood, it acts as a Reſolvent, and in too 
great Fluidity of it, becomes coagulating 21, 

It cures bloody Fluxes, tho' of long continu- 


ance 22, and Cangrenes from internal Cauſes 23. 
| In 
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In fine, tis of general Uſe in all Scorbutic 
Caſes 24, reſiſts Putrefaction, and is inſtru- 
mental in procuring long Life 25. 

I have now worn out my Pen, but cannot, 
in juſtice to his Lordſhip, cloſe this Epiſtle, 
without giving him Thanks, as in Duty 
bound, for his new, and great Diſcoveries in 
Phyſick. Almoſt infinite is the Variety, with 
which his Book abounds : I ſhall however ſe- 
le& only a few Paſſages, and reduce them to 
three general Heads. 1ſt, Such as he, and I, 
and every Body knows. Of this kind are the 
following Obſervations, That Inflammations 
are often cauſed by Oßſtructions n; that it is ea- 
fier to afſſimulate the gentler, than the ſtronger 
Acids o; and that the immediate Cauſe of the 
Scurvy lies in the Blood. 2dly, Such as he 
only, neither I, nor any Body elſe knows. 
Such are theſe, That Opium, in hyſterical, and 
hypochondriacal Affections, is frequently known to 
produce grievous Diſorders *; that in à high 
Degree of the Scurvy, a Salivation is looked 
pon as the only Cure r. 3dly, Such as neither 
he, nor I, nor any Body elſe knows. Of 
this kind are the following, viz. That mild na- 
!rve Acids are obſerved more thoroughly to dif- 


fokve metallic. Bodies, than the ſtrongeſt acid 


Spirits *; that acid Spirits are in truth volatile 
Dans 5. 
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I "IH now, Dear Sir, gone this my De: 
ſign, and finiſh'd the Work, which I under- 
took at firſt with a View of doing you a Plea- 
ſure, and at the ſame Time to ſerve as an 
Antidote againſt the miſchievous Effects Tar- 
Water is likely to produce, if ſo generally, and 


indiſcriminately taken, as the Biſhop wou'd 


have it. If I have ſucceeded in theſe my 
Defigns, I ſhall look upon myſelf ſufficiently 
rewarded for all my Trouble; but if, on the 
other Hand, I have fallen ſhort of your Expe- 
Ration, and of benefiting the World in the 


manner propos'd, I beg you will at leaſt eſteem 
it, as well intended by 


Dear S1R, 


Nur moſt affeftionate, and 


Riſorius. 


